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THE LEGISLATURR.

The Ksnsas legislsture, which met
Tueaday, has an opportusity to make
for ftselt & businesshike record which
would receive the thaoks of all the peo-
ple. There ia no oceaston for the ses
wion belog » lengthy one. As leglsls
tures go, brevity niay gencrally be made
one of the best mod most commendsble
featarvs. It was a wise law that changed
the mesting of tbe Kansas legislature
from sonusl 1o bi-enoisl sessions. There
Is & widespread feeling of conservatism
fo the matter of Jaw.making, sud the
widestgatislsciion ls now generally in-
sured by the least number of measures
aad the fe changes in law.

The m at election of s Ubsited
Hiates seostor creates no ripple ol ex
citement this year, and the choice ol
Mr. Ingills will be but a formal vote re-
yulring ouly & few minutes ime.

The prokibiios guestion Is practical
ly oa ihe sficlf for the present. The
rallrond joestion heas  slready been
Freuy thoroughly considored 1o the past
sod while the operations of the preseat
law bave showa it to be far from perfect,
stil the maio poigts ot the problem of
transportation have besa covered in the
past aud the legis!ature should be io an
tatelligent position (0 make avy seeded
okl ifie stioas us ypeedlily and slimply as
possitle.

Toere sre a sunber ot provisions lo &
few of the prescol Inws of Kansas which
may Well demand the best attention sod
some litle time of the legislstore which
bas convened. A ecareful eonunsel
sud a wise course which will amend the
laws on assessmont of  property
aod up roads aad upon
the puaishmeat ol murderers,
would moet the hesatty approbation of &
people who beve long sabmitted to the
preseut sonscless tax laws as Hlustrated
by the unequal, unjast and ridiculous
welhols of sssessment ; tho inferior road
laws which sliow wasts of time ana
moovy W eompurstively livtle purpose;
and Lo the laxity of the law for mucders,
which almost seis & preminm upoo this
worst of erimmss, ns has been repestedly
showo lo Kaosas during Inte yvears.

Somethiog should be dose in the way
ot arrungiog tor & geologicd survey of
Lo state, und the needed appropriation
bills be passed. In a woid, the siate ex-
pects of 1ts upm:anfnuvmi and senstors
at Topeks basivess, not buacombs,

DEATH OF COLFAX.

Our dispatches Tuesday aflerncon an.
nounce the sudden death of Ex-Vice
President Bchuyler Cullax. His demlse
occurred thls morning sbout balt past
10 o'clock st Mankato, Minnesota. He
dropped desd while at & ral
road depot waiting lor & train and
his unexpected laking off is attributed
w heart disesse. Thus s removed
from our midst n man who bas been
most pro oat character ia the politi-
cal sooasls of this country and whn,
during the trying times ol the war, was
the special triend and confidentinl ad-
viser ol President Abraham Lin-
cola. Mr. Colfax wis bors o
New York city 1a Merch, 1828,
and la consequently in the 624 year of

MARTIN'S MESSAGE.

The Lengthy but Ianteresting
Document Delivered by the
Governor to the Kansas Leg-
islature at Noon Yesterday.

To the Senate and House of Kopresentatives:

Belure e legislatore agsin assembles
ia session, Kansas will have
com, her first quarier of a century
os n state lo the Usion. Admitted on
the 20th of January, 1861, just on the
outbreak of the most vital and tremen
dous conflict the worud has ever known,
the history of Ksoras aflords s signal
and illustrions example of the growth
and development of an American com-
monwealih poder the luspiratioa of free
Republican inetitutions. The thirty.one
countias organized st the date of s ad-
mission, have ncreased 1o eighty-two,
and the population of the stale, then but
liule 10 excess of one hund.ed thousand,
is now fally & n.illion snd and & guar
ter. Then, ouly 406488 scree of its vast
area of productive soll were under calti-
valioo, sad Lthe leadlng crop prodacts ol
the siats ouly 104,173 bushels
of wheat and 6,150,727 bushels of corn
During the year just closcd, 9458737
scres were coder cultivation, and the
lending cereal products of the state ag.
gr 48,050,431 bushels of wneat and
100,870,680 bashels of corn. [a January,
1881, the assessed velue of the properiy
of the state aggregated §24,774 833, now
" regates $337,030.391 = Theo only
217 school dislricts were Grganized, 319
teachers employed, and the scbool proy.
erty of the state was valaed st saly $10,-
43%; now, Wbere are nearly 7,000 organ-
ized school districts sud 6,605 school
houses, 8,842 teachers are cmployed lo
our public schools, sod the school prop
erty of the siate sggregates lo value
$5715,582, Then, there wus not & mile
of raliway within the boundsries of
Kaosss; now, there are 4 486 50 miles of
railway in operation; the sssessed value
of thess rosds is $28.455,907.56; and
sixty nioe of the elghiy-two organized,
and four of the thirteea unorgssized
counties of the stale, are Irayersed by
one or more milus of railway. Io 1861,
the live stock of the state comprised only
20 %44 horses, 1 406 mules, 03 403 cuttle,
138 204 swine, and 17,560 shesp—a totsl
of 271,166 head. Now, there ore in
Krnis 461,186 noress, 04850 males,
1853 825 caitle, 1,953,144 swine, and
1,206,207 sheep—a twial of 5544301
beaxd. The tctal wvots of the state lo
1861, was only 14,471 ; in 1564 it had ip.
crens d to 21.835; 1w 1868 1o 43,084 ; In
182 w 100,174; in 1876 o 124,110; Io
1880 10 201,236 ; and st the last electioo
it nached a tolal of 205,084,

The mar ¢lous -Tmmh and prosperity
these figures reyeal are not valy gratify-
g W the pride of every cltizeo of the
siae, snd hooorable o the men and
women whose lodustry, encrgy sod io.
telligence have wroaght this mirscle ot
developwent, but they should admoaish
ou, geatlemen of the legislatute, of the
arger and graver dutics and responsi-
bilities aeyolved upes you by the grest
oees of the siate you represenl. To you
is committed the sole power of making
laws for the stlon of peblic order,
the pratection of individual rights, the
promotion of the o“enenl wellare, aod
the punishment outbreakiog crime;
and 10 your baods rests all authority w
levy, or to control the levying of, laxes
for the support of the state guvernment,
the education of cur youth, the proper
cars of the unfortunate, and the build.
ing up of those public tastitntions of
learoing, of charlty and of relorm or
punishment, which are esseotinl to the
well-being of civilized society.

STATR FINANCES.
The reports ot the snditor and Lreas
urer, showing tbe financial condition of
the atate, are [ull and satisfsctory. The

task of prolecting the munlcipalitles of
the siste sguinst s continussce of this
wastzlul improvidence. Btringent lim
itations should be placed on the debt-
creating and tax-levying powers of all
local organizations. Half of the so.called
“gities’ of the state should be relegated
to the rank of towns or villages, and the
sim and most economical form of
fnmrnmem should be provided for them.
all communities where the populs-
tion justifies s city orgaaization the
mem ip of the councils shoald be
largely reduced ; the boards of education
sbhould have mot to exceed three inem.-
bers, who shounld be elecied at large ; the
tax-levying aothority of councils should
be hedged about with the most stringent
regulations and bmitstions; and po
bonded debt should be created unless
suthorized by the vole of three fourths
of the legal voters.
ASSESSMEET AND TAXATION

Our lawa oo the subject of Lhe asscss-
meot snd equalization of property values
for taxationa need thorough revision.
Section 15, chapter 107, laws of 1879, re-
quires that all classes of property shall
ve masessed at the true value Lbereol io
money. This provision is practically a
dead letter. The nssessors not ooly pay
0o stteating to thas ulrement, bat by
tormal agreement as property st from
25 w 50 per cent of its true valae, snd as
s consequence the state bourd of ruliroad
assessors adopis the same rule in ap
praising the valos of rallwsy property.
If it were possible under such s sys
tem to obtain & unitorm sssessment of
property walues Lhroughoul the siate,
there would mot, perhaps,
ground for complaint. The only evil
result would be the impression created
in the miods of persong desiring w
become citizens of Kansas that var
taxes must be very burdensome.  Sut
the valustions of properly o the several
enuntics, and ofea in different 5 ciions
of the same county, sre grossly unequal.
rangiog from 2% to 60 per ceot o' sctual
value.
The causcs which bave operated
bring sbout these 1ncqualities in asacss-
menat appear to be, fArst, a desire on the
part of township assessors and county
boards to diminish, ss much as passible,
the proportion of thelr respective coun-
ty and state tax ; sad, secoud, o ayond
the restrictions opon tax levies provide’
io section 220, chapter 25, lawa ot 1870,
Under this secuion, s couutv wiin s
property valustion nntexceeding $§5.000,-
000, csn levy one per ceot for gensers)
purposes, aod 18 thereby enabled toruise
$50.000. Bat should the valuation be in
cressed to $5.100,000, the corauly sulhor-
itles can leyy only one-hslf of one per
cent, yielding s revenue of only §25,100
It theretore, the sum of $30.000 18 re
quired for current expenses, the coanty
must either increas it assessesse | wal.
ues at once from §5.000,000 1o $10.000 .
000, or keep such valaes below the frst
named sum. The constant lendency,
therefore, 1s towands low valuations
This difficuity might be remedisd by
authorizing a levy one per cenl ona
valustion of §5,000000, und providing
that the Jeyy should be decreased one
mill fur each $1,000,000 inérense in val-
ustion. (
Sevaral counties bave, during the past
few years, sought Lo losugurate a reform
in assessments, and to cun:ipg- with the
requirements of our laws, ut as such
attempts 1ovariably resulled 1 1mpos-
ing uoequal snd oppressive bardens
upon their taxpayers, the suthorities of
such counties have soon abavdoned their
purposc.
The whole guestion of the assesiment
and equalization of property valuea is
ol grave and general importance, worthy
of the serious attention of the leglsia-
tare. 1 am aware that it 18 a complex
subject, and presents many phases diffi-
cult to harmoniously and equitably ad.
just. Buat 1 canconceive of no guestion
lik: 1y 10 come befors you that 1s of more

be seifous]

pend, for its success, largely on thespirit
and enterprise of the teschers, and toese
Iostitules, furnishing normal educstion
1o the great body of our public educators
sod promoting snd fostening & spirit of
pride in their profession, are of impor-
tent and general benefit.

ment and it is worthy of 1nquiry whether
an incresse of the wo.k ol the couaty
Lustitutes would not be wise.

HIGHER S8CHOOLS.
Our institutioas of adyvacced education
scem to be io in s flourishing condition.
Usdoubledly the common scaool system
is inflaitely more valuable o us a8 astsls
than the bhigher institou oms, but both
Ar® Decessary Lo secure the best results
io the furmation of 3 wise and intelligent
community. Kapsas 13 pow s at,
populous apd wealiby stale, mﬂm
afford to be liveral, thouagh pot exirava-
gunt in providiog for oor jnslitutions of
kigher education. Tne public scuvols
sbould be pat a harmowious relstions
with the University, the Agricultural
College, and tue Norwmal school, feeding
them wiith the best blood and brawn of
the siate. The graduates o these 1nstiln-
tion, &5 & rule remain permanentcitizeas
of Eanves and give us tue benefit of their
knowledge aod of the discipline to which
they have been subjected. The high
schools of learning Lave always been 1
home snd pursery ol progress uod free-
dom,even in despolle governments and
their liberalizing, conservstive and up-
building resulis nmong s free peoplecan-
oot be over.estimmid.
The three great sducaticosl . instito-
tious of the siste should esch, bowever,
confine its work 1o the puqrm-n for
wihich it was established. No one ol
them should attemnp’, nor be permitted,
to trench on the field sssigned the others,
There 18 room and need for them sll,
each n its legitimste province. The
sinte does not peed, wnd should not be
asked to support, two or threa universi
ties, or sgricultural colleges, or Normal
schools, but 1t ought o, and no doubt
will, generonslv support one institution
in each of the fields of work and duty in.
dicated by the names of these homes of
learning.
The Sta'e University —T'he coadition
of the aniversity, 118 prospects and needs,
are tully suted jo thi reports of its re-
gruts, 1ts chinncellor, and its heads of de-
partmentz. The ragen's siate that &
substsntial and gratifying prosperity has
mnrked 118 history during tha past two
VEUra,
baen erected aod cquipped. The board
bas wisely oedered the discontinusnce of
1he lowest preparatory conrse, and taken
setion lookiog to the early disconting-

ment, o that the s'rength of the facalty

higher educstion.

The ll_:;i\ft‘ra!ly had 321 siudents en.
rolled during the last Gscal year, nod is
stend ly growine o peafulness and pop-
alarity. The state should cherish and

tory buildiog. The collection of that de-
partmeant, sandonbtedly one of the largest
snd most valosble in the couantry, long
ago overflowed the boundarivs of the
rooms assigoed it

ports of the board of regents and officers
of the Bwste Agricuitural Colleze
detail the growth and genersl
condition of that iesutation. Its
buildings are sublstantisl acd ¢ommo-
dious, the gronods stiractive and 118 ao-
pusl sttendance hus iocreased 26 per
cent., 395 students being now enrvlled.
The new wing of the mein collage build-
ing is compleied snd occupied. The
epdowment fund now aggregates $470,-
306.18, all of which except $5,111 is in-

six 10 saven per cent, The college is
steadily and rupldly growiog in popular

Fur so large
a body of officers, the teschers of Kansas
rank well. Builthere is room for improve-

fully framed law, and sarrounded with
all sod safeguards,

necessary restrictions
would be far less expeasiye, far more
efficient and in eyery respect prelersbie
to the present cambrous, awkward and
waasteful system.

STATE CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.

The biennial report of the board ol
trustess baviag charge ot the stats char.
itable institutions furnishes full detailed
intormation concerning the condition,
expense of maintaining, capacity aod re-

uirements of the asyloms and schools
or the care and education of those us-
fortupate citizens who are mentally or
physically afflicted.

Some yearsago the leguslature wisely
consolidstad the mansgement of all our
chantable and reformatory institutions
under one board. The change has been
attended with the best results. Bat the
sysiem under which these institutioas
sre mansged is, in many respecis, im-
pericct and the su the ard
exercises over them is inadequate. The
trusiees, receiving oo salaries sud hold-
ing ouly oocasional meetings, cannot de
vote such time and sttestion to the
sapervimon of the institutions {n their
charge a8 in my judgmeot, the import-
soc- of this wrost should require. Bix
great public charities, the [osane Asy-
luyms at Osawstomie and Topeka, the 1n-
stitution st Wyandotie for the Education
of the Blind, the institution at Olathe
for the Edunestioa of the Deafl and Dumb,
the Siate Retorm Bchool near Topeka,
and the asylam at Lywreace for Idiotic
sod Imbecile Youth, arc remote from
each other, and even ihe mosat occasionsl
and superfieinl visitation and iespection,
by the membera of the board is difsalt
und exacting, sod cxpensive o ilhe
state,

More thas two-fifthe of the lo-
tal sppropristions made by the
egislatuie tor the support of the
tate government dunog the current fis-
cal year—§452,981 of & total of §530,046
—are expended for the maintepaoce of
these charities. Yet the expenditure of
this vast sum of money, ss well as the
still more vital guestioa of properly
suparvising the masagement of these 1n.
stitutions, is commitied eatirely 1o the
charge of a small body ot ecitizens who
bold only occasional meetings, make
few and hasty visits of isspection, sud
baving their own private coocerus Lo en-
gross their time and intersst, caonot
tuirly be expected to do more than this.
fo my judgmest the exscutive in
nomiosting the members of the board

tury, and the secrelary should be & sals-
ried officer and should devote bis caotire
time aud energy to the work whico prop-
eriy cowes under the supervision of the

siate capial, in which all the records,

be kept; he should be reguired to ire-
quently visit and carefully iuspect all the
charitable instututions; and he should
gather and compule for the information
of the legislature facts and statis:ics con-

classes .

I believe that the change thus recom-
mended wouald not only result in eflect-
ing important and desirable reforms in

institntiops, bul would be & measure of
eCOuuInY.
THE PENITENTIARY.

Tue reporta of the directors, warden
and other officers of the state peniten.
uary show in detsil the operations of
that institution during the last two fiscal
vears. The penitestiary not ooly con-
tinues self sustaining, but the profits of
the coal mine have made it s source of
reveous to the state, I[s surplus earn-
ings for the yvear ended June 30, 1884,

press the opinion that the institution
will hereslter oot oonly coatinue sell-

vital interest to the general welfare of | esteem. und its course of siudy is wel] | rustaloing, but that its earninga will be

hisage. Early in Mfe he removed to |credit of Kaceas has slso ranked bigh, | (ha people or more deserviog pstient, | adapied to the objects for which the in- | sufficient to carry on and complete the

South Bend, [ndians, where be hassince
wade bis home 801 where, we belleve,
for some years past haguns boen awsoci-
ated with the conduct of the South Bead
Tribvope.

He was elected tocoogress from Indisoa
in 1834 and was six umoes re clected. In
1858 he made an elogueat speech la con-
gress on the subject that bronght Kan-
sas loto such prominence durlog *hat
stormy period. He was chosen speaker
of the house of representatives io De-
cogber, 1863, and again 10 1805 He

s high reputation as a
siding officer, snd was one of the
mol popular speakers that evgr occu-
pled the chalr He was nomioated for
the oflice of vice president of jhe United
Siate fo May, 1868, aud filied that office
while Graut was presldest duriog the
first term of bis office. I
Mr. Coliax will be remembered as
having  visited Emporia three
years ugo, st which time he deliversd
his well known lecture on Abraham
Lincoln,

THE GRANT MGRTGAGE.
Lo regard 10 the malter growlog vul
of the luan of §150.000 by Vaaderbilt o

Geneoral Grant the day before the (silure | 343 65, diyided smong the several juanas | 10F®

ol Graot & Ward, the following dellcate
asod booorable correspondence has lste.
ly taken place, the first leiter belng ad-
dressed 1o Mrs. Grao :

I prescol o you as yoar separsle es-
tats the debt and jodgmeat 1 hold agmost
General Grant, also the mortguges upon
bis real estate and atl the housebold fur-
oliure asd oroaments, ooly wilth this
coadition, that the swurds, commissions,
medals, gifis from the Uoited Siates,
states, citiws snd foreagn governments,
and all articles of historical” value and
interest shiall. st the general’s desth, or
if you desire it, sooner, be pressated 1o
the guveromeant st Washingion, where
they will remsin as & perpetusl memor.
ial of bis fame snd of the history of his
time.

1 coclose berewith sssignments of the
morigages and judgments, bill of sale of
personal property aad deed of trust, In
which articles of historical Int=rest
enumerated.

A copy of this trust decd will, with
your approval, be forwarded to the pres.
wdeat of the United Siates for deposit in
the proper department Trostiog these
sctions will meet with your scceplance
anad approval, and with kindest regards
to your hushand, [ am

Yours respectiully,

[Bigned] W. H. Vaxpersirr.

To this letter General Ursnt, alter con-
sulling with bhis wife, rephed that she
could not recelve the gift except as to
thearticles Lo be depisited with the gov.
srnment.

Mr. Vanderbilt again wrote the gen-

eral, saying:

1 shail not be deleatod 1a the purpose | ship warraaots outstandiog, $34,757 33—

to which I have given so much thought,
and which [ haye s0 much at besrt. I
will, therelore, na 1ast &3 mooey is re
celved from the sales of real estate, de-
it in the Uslon Trust company.
th the money thus realized 1 will st
once create & trust with proper prov).
slons fur the income, 1o be paid to Mrs
Grant during her lile, nud giving power
to her o make such disposition of the
priscipal b{ ber will ns she may elect,
yery traly,
W, d. Vanperuivr.
To General U. 8 Grant,
THE GENERAL'S SRECOND BREFLY.
New Youx Crry, Jan. 11, 1885,
1. Vaoderbilt:

Dear Bin: Your letter this date re-
ceived. Mrs Graot and [ regret you
cannot acoept our proposition to retain
the p v which was morigaged in
g;;;‘ fuith to secure a debt of homor.

t your generoas Jetermiostion com-
pels ult oo looger resist
You e U.S.Gr x1.

- GARANT'S REFUSAL,
New Yonux, Sondsy, Jan. 11,71835,
My Dean Mr. Vaspeasiur: Upon
Resding your letter this afternoon Gen.
Grant and myselfl felt it would be un-
graclous 10 refuse yoar princely and
erous offer. Hence, his note to you.
upon refledtiog I find [ cannot—)
will oot accept your munificence in say
form, I beg you will pardun this
spparent vaclllation, aed coamder this
noswer deflnlte and final,

With great regard and a saose of ubli-
gation that will always remnio, 1 am
Yours, very gratefully,
Junia D Graxt.
To W H. Vaoderbilt.

B s, Dot | ynbe, should be
the walch-word at the legialature.

"

Corrigan, the great streot -wilway
maguste of Kansas City, hiss aold his
eotlre interest 1a the street car corpors-
tion. The principal puschaser is Mr.

Walton Holmes, woo lor some time has

owned and miosged the Kansas Clty &
Westport railroad.

*

“

command a iarge premium.
The tots]l boaded debt of the state, oo
the 1st of Junuary, 1885, was $835.500.
Of this amount, the permanet school
fund held $544,500; the University tund,
$0,000, and the mnking fund, $61,000—
atotal of $6145600. Ooly $321,000 of
oar boods remsin o the bands of indi-
viduals or corporations. The cash in
the treasury belongiog to the sinkiog
tund 1= $13,208 58.
Duriog the two years covered by the
fourth biennial report of the siale (reas.
urer, viz., from July ls, 1883, t» Juoe
301h, 1884, the receipls of the treasury
Mmcluding s balsoce of $044.323 76, oo
Dand Jul HE2) aggregated $4,558 ..
480 .50. The disbursem=ots during the
same period were §$3,6833 9458 48, lesviog
a balsocs ln the t June BOth,
1584, of §704,512.07.
From July 1st to December 31st, 18584,
the receipts ol Lhe Stale reasury were as
tollows: From tax, $20878808; from
rincipal of scoool lsads, $118511.20;
rmm peémt aschoal fund bonds paid,
$33,552385; from intersst oo sales of
land, $07,985 80 ; trom lpterest on r-
meneat fund bo'ndlam 20808, from
other so §164 .44. Making an
aggregate of $742301.54, which, asdded
o the balance oo bund June 30, 1884,
makes a total of §1, 400818061, The dis
bursements duriog the same slx months
aggregated $1,115460.00, leaviog io the
treasury ai the cluse of business oo the
31t of ber last, the sum of §308,.

as folluws: Geaeral revenae, $00741.03;
capitol extension tand, $2,679 45; slok.
ing fand, $138.208.58 ; lowerest fund, $47.
051.08; permanent school fand, §17.-
349470 ; annual school fund, $85,008 50,
University permanent fuad, $.652,06;
Uaiversity fioterest fuod, $4474.00;
Normal school permavent juad, 47011,
Normal schoul loterest fuasd, $1,728.14;
Agricultara: college sodowment fund,
258 48; Agnicultural college Iniercst
od, $4.883.08 ; military fund, §0.224 65,
railroad commissioner fund, $3.003 G4;
railroad fond, $8,101.39; insurance tund,
$3.426.43; library lund, $2.105; wvaterl
opary tand, $772.86. Amountiog io the
aggregate, as stated, to $308.343 65 un.
expandesd balances and upinvested funds.
‘e bonds and securitiesa in the treas-
ury at the close of buswness [ecember
d1st, 1884, were as follows: Permansnt
school tund bonds, $3,061.600.25; Agri.
cultural college bonds, $304,103 50 ; Agri-
cultural college bpotes and coniracts,
$110,083.20 ; University fund bouds, $74.-
09%. Normal school bonds, $01,575;
sinkiog Mod bonds>$61,000. Making s
total of §3,732,350 085.

MUNICIPAL DEBT AXD TAXATION.
The indebledness of the siate is &0
small and its payment st maturity will
be so gradually sad so essily providead
for that the contrast pregsented by the
eN0rmous ag ate of local detn is
startilog. The bonds 1ssued by the sev.
eral connties of Kansas and outstaoding
on the st of Joly last sggregated 7.
444,741 96, and the county warrants out-
standiog at the same Jda'e aggregated
$821,008 89, making A 1otsl county in-
debtedness of §3,065.74820  The town-
ship bonds outstandiog a1 the same time
segreqated $2 6335,243.55, aad the town-

msking a toial 1ownship ladebtedness of
$2 650,030.90. The city bonds then out-
standing sggregsted $2,287 12590, and
the city warrants due and unpslid, $200,-
81027 —making & tolal city indebted.
n-ss of $2,457436.17. The school dis-
trict bonds o&m_?;zgg l“ u:s n;me :“?

gated k ok , aod the schino
;.u‘:.r?ct warrants $13 026,19 —making a
wtal school district 1ndebledness of
$2.74891450. Grand total of manicipal
indelpedness, county. township, city and
schosl district, $15.051 92088,

In ene Eansas couniy the mumcipal
indebledness aggregales more than one-
fifth of the asscssed yalue of all whe
pro ol the county, snd 1s nearly
docble the bonded debt of the state. In
another county the ageregate of the mu.
nicipal debt exceeds Lhe state debt over
wen thousand dollars; io still ano'her
county the aggregste is within sixty
thousand dollars of the siate’'s bonded
debt; and in 1wo others the aggregaie
idlebtledness closcly spproximates that

&hl state
ad this dreadful burden of manicipal
aEErogated §UAAT2.010 72, in Jaly, 1584,
; in Jaly, :
the aggregate was §15.051 92086 —an io-
crease in two years of §1 47901014, It
probadly now exceeds sixteen million
dJdollars, or very vearly ooe-fiflteenth ol
fhe totnl assessed valusiiou of all the
of the stale.

Lamitatioos wod restrictions put
apon the power of coan'ies, towaships,
cities and school distriots. o create debts
and levy laxes, are too few sad feeble.
The dhx:hn sffacts the body poll-
tic is tod local go etoment The
state 18 more fortuuamle tham any of its
local sab-divisions, becsuse the framers
of its constitution wisely iimited its deln
to ona militon dollars, [t proportionst-
limitatioos had been piaced upon the
debt-oreat.ag suthority of our loosl gov-
ernments, would today have
besn in ;‘mnl;lh better flosscls! coodi-
noa, sad in all other respects her peonle
would be quite as prosperous ul:ﬂt'll:cy
nOW are.

w e tor the evll complained
of can now be provided * This 1s » diffl.

cult m.: But surely the wisdom of
the ure shoald equasl to the

and the outstaading bonds of the stsie | cureful intelligent study and considers- | stitution was [onnded.

tion.

SCHOOL DISTRICT BOND LEVIES.
Under the prowisions of section 157,
chapter 02, C. L. of 1879, 1t is mude the
duty of the board of county conmission-
e1s of each county to levy annually upon
all the taxable property In esch school
dwstrict in soch county, s tax sufficient
to pay the Inlerest scerulng Upon any
bood issued by such district, and t9 pro.
vide s sinking fund for the floal redemp-
tion of the bonds
It sometimes happens, either from
neglect or purposely, that the duty thus
enjoined is ool performed, and no pro-
vision ls made for the payment ef cou-
pons or bonds until long after maturity.
As the majority of these school district
bonds are owned by Lhe permanent
school fund would it not be well to give
the state board of school fund Commis-
sloners suthority to fully protect the in-
terests of the funds In their guardian.
ship by conferring upon them the power
to make the necessary levies in all cases
where counly commissioners have re-
fused or peglected todo so?

PUBLIC EDUCATION,
The school system of Kansus etubraces
the common scuools, the University, the
Agriculiural college and tbe Normal
school. The consutacion makes 1o an
imperative daty of the legislature “to
enccurage the proapotion ol utellectual,
morsl, sclentite aad sgricultural m-
provement by establishing s uni.
systems ol cummon schools,
and schools of higher grude,
embracing nurmal, preparstory, collegi-
ate apd uaiversity depwrimeats.' ‘Lhe
duty thus epjoloed 1o our orgabic law
Lias been supplemented by sa untailing
and even prodigal generosiiy on the part
of the perople ol the siate, in the faciiities
srovided for the education of our youti.
b first public thoaglt, in every selile
ment in Kapsss, Las been the school
bhonze. The best constructed spd wost
costly building 1n every city, town or
hamlet of the siate, is the public school.
No Kansas commupity, iu the carkest
day s 1t has known, bas ever felt too poor
to pay lor u school bouse and employ s
tencher. When thie people were living
in dog outs, they yoted bouds to butld
comfortuble school houss ova the hill
Belhieving educanon to be “a betier sale-
guard of Jiberty than a standiog army,”
and that oo it the future destiny and
glory of the siale must fandamentally
rest, oo touch ol parsimony bas charac.
tariz~d the reluttons between Lhe lax.
payers ol Kansas and our school system
The expenditures ot the state for public
education exceed the nggregate of all i
other expeaditures,
The report of the state superintesdent
of pablic instraction shows aschool pop-
alation—between the ages of-five nod
twen'y.one years—uol 411,250, an lucresse
ol 28,081 over 1883, Tuoe schularseoro!i-
ed pumbered 308 601, an increase of 17
433 over the enrollment of the previous
year. The attendance in 1883 averaced
168,117; for the year just closed, 207,221
—ao increase of 39,104 In 1874 the cn-
rollinest was only 135008 and tue at-
tendance 77,380, ‘These figures show
a0 increase 1o teu years of 168,008 iu en
rollment snd 120,835 io sttendance
The wachers employed 1o the public
} sehiools tn 1833 numbered 8,283 ; in 1884
8,342, of wohom 2306 were males nod
5,406 females. Average wages paid
teschers per moonth, males, $H0T0;
temales, 32 85. la 1874 there were
5,043 teachers smployed, of woom 2 360
were males snd 2,683 females. The aver-
age wages then paid werc: mules,
$17.24; females, $2569. The lacrensein
the average wages paid indicates an io-
creasing demand for better gualified
teachers
The school buildings and gronuds nre
valoed at $5715582. Toere are 6,605
school houses, of wulch 417 ware built
during the past yesr. In 1874 the school
houses numbered only 3,543, valued at
085, locreass In number of school
houses during the past ten years 3062
1o their value, §1,726 497,

The receipls aad expsoditures for
school purpowes during the schoul year
eoded July 31st, 1584, are shown by e
following exbibit:

Receipts.—Balauce in district treas-
uries Auag. Ist, 1888, §39827T187
Amount received irom coapty 1reasarers
rrom distnet taxes, $2021.053.25; re-
caived from county school fands, $304 -
444 74; trom sal« of school bonds, £589 -
009.534; from all other suurces, $149..
271.15. Makiog a totsl of $3 392 050.45.

Expenditures — Amouant paid for
teachers' wages, $1.672,784.62; for rents,
fuel and incidentals, $431542.17; for
hbreries and school apparatus, $36 602..
80: for sites, Lulldiogs asd furniture,
$666.231.47 ; for sil other purposes, $145,-
85278, Total expenditures for schoal

arposes during the year, $3 882 96398,

ance in the handa of district rensur-
ers July 81st, 1854 §500,087 07
School Funds.—The investments for
the permuanent school tond for the fscal
vear ended June 3leh, 1583, alesl
B855; tor the fiscal year ended
uoe 30th, 1883, $762,881 ; for the perind
from June 30th to Dec, 1st, 1884, $248 .-
5388, Towl, $LIB13855. The unio
yosied money beloaging vo this fand, re
maining i the s'ate treasury Dec. 1t
Inst, was $0.160.75
THE COUNTY TEACHERS' INSTITUTES

Are doing excellent work, and the money
appropriatedd for them by the sinte is

Its needs are
fully set forth in the reports of il re
gents and officers.

Stute Normal School —The school
teanchers consiitote the largest body of
public [unctionuries in Kausss, aod this
institution, the stste's traintng-=chool for
teachers, i4 n most important feetor in
our edecational systew. The reports of
ite bosrd of regeptssnd officers afirm
that its nselaloess 1s constantly incress-
ing, snd that its att-ndsoce, pumbering
534 durnipg the last Ascal year, wonld
have been even larger if room for the
accommodation of “those applying for
admission conld have been provided
Detmled est:mates of the requirements
of the school for the ansuing two vears
are given io the reports, and commended
to your atiention.

THE BALE OF THE XNOEMAL SCHOOL
LANDS.

i bulk, of & lerge tract of lands 1n
Michel county, at the rate ol $3 50 per
acre. The report of tus state sudlior
sLhows tlhat thie average assessed value of
lands in Mitcuell county is $3.02 per
scre, and this is probsuly not 10 exceed
thirty or forty per ceut. of lheir true
value,
has provoked cousiderable criticism o
the public preas, nod it may be well for
the legislatare to make ioguiries con.
cerning it. Nothing sppears 1o have
been koown by the public of the con-

snmmated, and the fact has aroussd sus
piclons which mav he unjast. Batit
should be the settled policy of the state
that oo ssle of s:milar character be al-

advertusement. Publicity is 8 sovereiegn
preventive of wrong-doing in poablie af-
fuirs, and sn onnee of 1t is worth mora
tksn s ton of discussion &nd jnvestiga-
tion after the wrong hss Leen commit-
ted. Not an scre o land in which tae
siufe has an interest should be permitted
w be gnld without the pubiic notice by
advertisemcnt

THE PEHMARENT SCUHOOL FUND.

For maoy years past cerinin frandu-
leut boods parpociing 1 hisve been is.
sard by 1the couotics of ee, Norton
and Comanche, nnd sgeregating $14 500,
bave hacn connt«d as part o the pearma-
nent school fund. The constitution pro-
vides toat tod= fand “shall ot be dimin-
Ished,” aod that the lolere:t demved
therelrom =hall Le invariably appro-
pristedd s Tue soppors of the common
schoule.  As the Irsudulewt boods above
r<lerrédl to prodoce no interest, thelr
purchase through the sgeocy of the
gtate virtuslly diminished the permancnt
school fund, and the state sbhould auske
good 1y the fuod the amount of thess
bonds. The aa'e treasurer should also
be instracted to cancel these bonds, and
the anditor directed tv make the proper
records and credits upon the books of bis
office.

THE STATE SCHOOL LANDS,
N4 iuterest of Kansss bhas beeo so
reckiessly aod improvideaotly managed
as the stare school lande. On her ad-
mission 1uto the Union, Knnsas received,
for the support of schools, fally three
million acres of public iands. Properly
beld snd guarded, the proceeds ansing
from the sule of these lunds wounld have
oreatedd & permsoent school fand suffi.
cleat in smounl to wmeel almost
the antire expenss our ¢come-
mon  schools But - more  sb.
surd system than that providedl by
our laws for the coatrol sod fieal dis-
posal of school lands it would be difficoht
to devise:, Uader its malige 1nflucoces
the permaneat school fund hes been de-
prived of oprobably oae-half the total
souount that shonld have been, and, un-
dera proper sysiem, would have beea
resliz=d trom the lands already sold.
Every goveraor of the stete during the
past exght years has dirscted the atten-
tion of the legislature 10 this reckless
and improvident system, and thelr sug-
gestions and recommendatlions touchiog
this sabject bave been supplemented by
the claborsie reports of several state
audiiors, treasurers and superintendents
of public 1estruction. But nothlog has
been done to correct ke defecls and
abuses of the gystem, nor 1o protect the
magaificent school qomsia of the state
from despoliation

The faults of the present system  moy
be briefly summed up: First, it puts the
control of the sale of school lands into
the hands of those who want to bay;
sacond, the appraisement ol landas Is
made by the immediste peighbora of
Lthose who want to buy; ssd, third, the
proceeds of every sale are largely re
duced bv the extravagsul fses sllowed
local officers The resalts of these taults
have been and are: First, the permanent
school fund bss already besn deprived
of an enormous sggregale amount by
reason of sales effected at extremely low
v;;uuinnn:pnc?m. the fees of county
officers ansing from such sales gale
trom $12.000 to §18 000 mmnnl.lgs;“sod,
third, the food bhas lost pearly  §40.000
hiy reasom of the defslcations of county
Ireasurers.

1 earnestly renaw the
tions made oy wy iree imme-
diate  predecessors 10 office that
u state land department be created, ander
the conlrol snd direciion of » eompetent
state Jand commissioner, who shall have
the entire management of all lande
owned or controllad by the state. Soach

ol

recommendn

well spents  Our school system must de.

improvements readerad nacessary by the
incressing prison populstios.

increasing. For the year ended June 30,
1883, it was 733,433 bushels, and for the
year ended June 30, 1884, it resched
877,857 bushels.

The directors and warden report that
soother cell house 18 pecessury ; advise
the wntroduction of electric hights ia the
prison; recommend & sumber of sddl-
tions and imorovements; and call atien-
tion to several defects or omissions in

t
commended to your stlentivn.

Since the biennial reports of the ofll-
cers of the penitentiary wera prepared it
huas been discovered that the chief clerk
of the prigon, J. C. Pasey, nas siolen 1e
funds 10 a considerable amoust by

criminal practices. Pusey disappeared

crimes and has wol yet been appre
bended.

The warden, Col. Jooes, asks that the
lezislature make a searching and im
purtial investigation of this cmnbezzle.
ment sod of the mansgement ol the
priroa generally. This request should

This sale of Normasl Schoo!l Isnds | be complid with, oot only that the guilt | der which it will be

or fault of the crime may be lastencd on
the proper person, sod the 1onoceul way
be shielded from urjost suspicion, bat
in order that measures may be suggested
for prevenuing or instantly detectiog at-

in the very walls of the stste’s prison.
THE INSUBANCE DEPARTMENT

Toe report ol the superintendent of

insurance furnishes & detailed exhibit of

attention ia directed to its slslements
and recommendations.

An immense sum of mHoney is anoual-
ly paid by the people of Kansas as pre-
mivms lor insurance, aad it 18 sn imper-
ative dutv of the legisisture to provide
sdequate laws for the protection of tnose
thus insured.

Most of the policies issued by iosur-
ance companies contsln stipuistions sod
condlitions which, by the policies, are
declared warranties, anpd, also by the
termas of the policies, thess stipulations
and conditions form a pargof the con-
tract as 1t hss been completed. The
courts have decided that thess stipuls-
tions and conditions must be complied
with 10 the minutest detall or the policy
is rendered vold. Under such policies,
therefore, it makes no differesce wheth-
er the thing warrso bas soything to
do with the risk, nor whether its breach
proceeds from intenuon, mistake or
fiaad. If the warraoty is shown w
husve beea broken the policy s void.
lasurance companies employ sad
pay sgents to tike fire or life risks and
these ageots make all all kinds of repre-
seotations 1o indoce persons to insure
Yet by the terms of some policies, these
agents instead of being the agents of the
companieg sre mude the agents ol the
insured, and thus the person insured is
made respoasible for the scts and con.
duact ol persons who sre really the sgeats
of the insurance comphanies,

By the terms of many of the policies
of life ipsarance if the premiom is not
paid the exact day on which it falls doe
the policy becomes vold, although in
tsct the company has money in its handas
belooeing to the policy holder.

Many states have enacted laws to cor-
rect the wrongs and abuses which resuit
or are hkely to result on secountof sach
conditions as these in fire aad lifen-
surance policies; asd 1t seems to me
there can be mno guestion as to the jus
tice and necessity of similar acts to pro-
tect the cilizens of Kansas against such
wronga Our laws should make such
statemments and cooditions 1n insurance
policies ss those referred to, representa-
tions and not warraniies, without refer.
ence to the laanguage of the policy. Con-
cralment of immslerial facts shonld nol
be allowed to void a policy. Error, mis-
tske or misrepresenistion should not
void su insurance policy unless it shall
be shown to have been tionally snod
frandulently mede. An ageat solicit-
iog and writing risks for an nsurapce
company should be declared its ageat in
sll maiters of insurance, and not the
agent of the policy holder. The torleit-
gre of s policy lor nog—payment of the
premiam, if the policy has any valoe at
the time of the should be pro-
bibited. And hife companies, after hav-
ing secured three er more annual pay-
ments, shoulds be estopped from defend-
ingz agsinst anv claim arising upono a
policy, by resson ol asy errors, omissions
or misstatement of the assared, ia any
application made by such assured, un-
less positiye and intentional frand can

be shown.
BAILROADE.
The rapids growth of the railwavs of
Kansas 15 & source alike of just pride

of commerce in promoting the

o

ment of the state, in sfording m
for the sale and speedy trans of
our prodacts to market, and lo bringing
to us the products of otber sections, can-
not be oversstimsted. Bul their power
and influence over every commercial,
industrial and agriculiufal interest of
he people is eqgually vast, aod if not re-
stricted and regulated by wholesnme laws
may readily be wielded s an instrument
of wrong and extortion.

s department, organized noder a care-

The Iast legislature enacted n law the

The output of the coal mineis steadily | emhodies are derived from

corporale power, end 1o secure reasona-
ble and equal fare and [reight rales

was largely expenumen.
tal. isely, io my judgment, the law.
makiog power avoided hasty and arbs.
trary action, preferriog to create & com-
mission o which should be eotrusted
the daly of invesligaling tbe mansge
ment and operaticn of our railwayes,
beariog aod deciding complaints of un
just discrimioations or extortions, gath-
ering inforaistisa coscsroing the cost of
transportiog passcpgers and ireight, and
advising the legislature as to the reguls.
tions snd laws best calculated to secure
tor the people s prompt, safeand equits-
bie trans on service.

This law has, so far, worked well in
practice. 1t bas promoted w better un-
derstadding and more harmosivus rels.
tions belween the public and the rail-
roads than bas ever before prevailed.
It bas secured considerable raductions
in fares and freight charges, grester
carcfuloess in railway management, a
more specdy asd equitable redress of
grievances, and a more considerate re—
#ard, oa the parl of rallway managers,
i‘:' the ﬂ;hta:f mmlerf nn;indlhlposn.

removes responsility expense
of a fight for justice from the individual
1o the state. [t has, to some extent, de
prived the ruilway corporations of the
arbitrary power they had possessed, and
somelumes nospanogly excrcised, 1o dis-
iminate belween cummunilies and in.
ividusls. And it has ealisted in the
; ice of the state & body of awu who
@ givens to he complested aod
wsny-sided guesiion of ralway trans
poration, carciul  levestigation and
study, so thst they are competent W in-
teliigently advise the lsw.making power.
Tue expericace «f olher states con.
firms the opioion that the commissioner
system:, with ample power vesied 12 the
commission, 18 prejerable to aoy oiher
method of dealing with or regulating
railways Io & recent speech io con
Eress, a0 ¢X-goveroor ol Massachusetls
stutad that although the rallroad com.
missioners ol that state had conferred
upon them oo power at all except w in-
vestigate and recommend, yet 10 0o case
had any railway compuny dared o re.
sist or failed to comply with the mere
recommendation ot the state railroad
commission, “A corporation,” he said,
“might be a8 powcrful as an aocieat
baron; it might laugh at statutory pen
altiea; but it goes on i's keees, it trem

Th+ new cuemicai building has | should designate one of them as secre- | bles with terror, at entire exposure.”

Soch changes and modifications of the
present law us experience with i's work-
Ings may have shown to be necessary,
should be made. In some respscis, I

commigsion should be amplified aud en-

quirements of the law, the ever-watchtul
overstght and consiant restraint it pots
apon the corportions of the state, should
be adberea wo.

The source aud sum lor all unreasona-

other words, stock issued far in excess of
thie cost of their construction. Rallway
companies are justly eatitied tu reasons-
ble remunerat:on tor the services they

the caplial lezitimately investedl 1o the
baildisg snd operation ol their lipes
Bat they should not be permitied to es-
tablish rates thst will enable them to
pay large dividends or intarest on siock
or indebledoess in amount double or
three titnes the cost of the construction
of their roazds.
from the
tions Bre
for the
aonid 1t

stale,
responsibia
éxercire of
is the plamn

rallwasy corpors-
v the siate
those powers,
duty of the

vestod st rates of interest varylng from | Were ’243,‘;[? WJ‘ and the directors ex- law u‘l‘kiﬂﬂ power Lo pro‘ect tha pfnl[)lc 1

against unressonebie, (Xcess’ve or ox

tortionste transporisiion rales,

The exhaostive report of Lhe state
board of railway commissloners 18 com-
mended to your considersie sitenl:on.
The suggesthions and recommendations it
careful,
practical aad intelligent
and study of the railway guestion 1o all
its phases.

OFFICES L F KANSAS CORPORATIONS.
The legislature ol 1575 enscted a law
ﬂqutnng Kansus corpuratinns o keep
aud maintaio their gencrsl offices within
the state. Bat this dct did not 1epeal an
act pas-ed 10 1870, which suthorizes saoy
Kunass rallway corporztion to consoli-

the laws regulating the maoagement of | dete with, or w leasc its rosd to soy rail- | the country.

tinunus line.
inturast of “adj dining stat-s" rather than
Kapsas, and should be repealid While
it remnins oo the statule pooks, the act
of 1875 canoot be given much practical

menns of forged voucters and otber | force as agsiost 1a lway companies. The | contlicting.

last mentioned sct, chapter 3, special

means for entorcing it should be provid.
ed, ur it should be repealed.
PUBLIC HIGH WAYS

Our road isws peed thorough revis-
ion Bett r highways Are  peo ssary,
and somesystem should be devised un-
possible to secure
them. The present system of making
and improviog couniry roads 1s 1 ot only
wasteiul and uojust 1n 118 operation, but
unsatisfactory in itz resalts. It fs &
sys em of “patching” belween rsins. Lt

emplated sale, until after it was eon- | tempts to commit frands or crimes with. amploys a bost of olficers, gzenerally in-

expenenced and careless, nod often in
competent, w direct work that would be
much more iowiligently aud ecoeomi-
cally sccomplisoed ander tue direction

lowed 7otil after due pubiic notice, hy | the transsctions of the office and your | of ape expertenced and responsible offi-

cer. It €ulis larmers lrom work they
understapd and in woich they bave a
direct peravnsl ioterest, and cowmpsls
them to engage ju work they Jdo pot ao -
derstapd, snd in which they have only
s community loterest. The pruvisions
of the ruad Jaw sallowing road taxes to be
worked out, and delinguencies to be re
ported and placed on the tax roll of the
succeeding year, are an anomaly in cur
iax procecdings. If a road distnict
should embrace an entire municipal
towaship, and the road tax collecied in
cash, shoald be expeaded under compe
tent supervision, sad the work done with
improved machioery and appliances,
the public would be far betwer seryed
and at Juss cost, than nonder the present
syslem.
HOARD OF AGRICULTURE.
The stale board of sgricullure bas
through its various pdblicstions, achiev
el & national reputation, and has been of
incalculable benefit to tbe state in mak-
ing known its resources and productions.
1ts work as suthorized by law, is 10 col-
lect, arrange and farnish tor the public,
general information concerning Kasosss.
The monthly, quarierly, ann aond bi-
ennial reports of the board reisting to
the resources, products and advantages
of the state, are naequalled by any simi
lar publications in tais country, and are
sagerly sought tor both far and near. In
its efforts 1o promote the sgricultural in-
terests of the state and encourage jindus-
trial snd msoufacturio enlerprises
within our burders, the board” and its
officers bave shown commendable sctiv-
ity and enterprise. I have no hesitation
in saying thal this depariment deserves
a contipusnce of the hiberal support
heratofore extanded 10 1L by the legials-
ture. It has probably cootributed more,
im proportioo to ita 10 the seltle
ment, development and material proe
perity of the state than any other sgrency.
OUR STOCK INTERESTS
Earnest protests have reached me from
stock owners in several portioos of the
siale against ihe pro; “National
Cattle nail.” The complaints of injury
and logses to our cattle interesls, grow.
ing out of the movemenis of Texas caitle
through Knlmu. 5::;‘:0 nunmu“ : and
v tis that the losses
ﬁ&“:?lu‘:in fever, socalled, sre much
larger thao is geaerally supposed; that
the presence of Texus cattle wilthin our
borders 12 & coonstantly increasing
source of davger to the stock ioteresis
of Eansas; and that 1t is ol the highest
importance that the driving of suoch cat.
tle through say portion of the state dur-
ing the moaths when they are hable to
communicate fever sbould be absolutely
prohibited.
mmhmut:ﬂo! Kansss m‘hm
large sach vital importance o the
general prosperily of thesiate that mess-
ures essenlial to their protection sgainst
loes or dsmage sbould receve your
pt wmod favorable considerstion.
m legislature &t 8 special session held
1sst year made provision for the o2 gani-
e aip alt & S T e
tmeat of & nary sar-
geon No reports from this commission
and officer bave been received by me,
bat they will I have oo doubt be trans
mitted for vour information in doetime.
If additional legislstion is necessary to
give practical direction and force 1o the
mesaures already adopted tor the pro-
tection of our stock interests it will com-
mand my hearty spproval.
RORTICULTURAL SOCTETY.
The State Horudculiural Society of
Kansas has become ooe of the leading
orgaaizstioss ol the coun
try. Its n:mn- sre instructive aod val
nable and influence in stimulsting
and developing the interests it was or-
guaized W promote has been wide and
- Your attention is directed 10
cerisin recommendations ol the society,
-

embodied 1n = series of resolutions re.
cently adopied, snd which will be pre-
sented to youm.
THE STATE HISTORICAL SOUIETY.
This society has done and is doing a
work of great value aaJd importance.
Its main object 18 the preservation ol
materials relating to the found.
ing growth and of the
the state, which would otherwise o large
pass away with the lapase of time.
entire coilections of the society are
the property of the state, and the most
valuabla portions of them are the free
gift of its members and other voluotary
contnibutors. Thess collections already
include over sixiteen thousand books,
oewspaper filles and pamphliets, pearly
all relating to or connected with the his-
tory and developgent of the siate. The
people will, I believe, approve any rea-
sopable appropriatioss for contunulng
the work of the Historical society .
DEFARTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS,
State officers are required by law to
mention 1n their reports to  the legisla.
ture such spparent defects, inconsisten.
cles, omissions, or unegual or oppres-
sive provisions of law as they may bave
discovered. It is slleged that very few
of the suggestions and recommendations
made under this requiremesnt, by offi-
cers at the head of the various depart-
ments of the siale government, have se.
cured the sttention of the law makiog
power. This probably is due to the fact
that it 1880 often difficult to interest
members of the legislature in wmatters
not conitng within the scope of their
own personsl experience or knowledge.
Would 1t ot be advisable to appoinl a
legisiative committee charged with the
special duty of considering the sugges-
tlons and recommendations thus made,
aod before whichk the officers at the
bead of the various depaitments
oight appear, and verbally preseat their
views* Surely the resuits of the obser-
vations and experience of the depart-
ment chiefs wouid fregueniiy be of grest
bencfit to tne law.making power in the
discharge of its duty.
TBE JUDICIARY.
The copstitution provides for three
Justices of the supreme court. It was
adopied when 1he state had leas thaa
ooe-twelith of its present population.
There has been of course a correspondiog
tocrease of Indgstion and as & couse.
quence the supreme court justices bave
imposed upon them labors and responsi.
bilities not only overtasking but incen.
slstent with that deliberation, rescnrch
and study whi b oeght 10 wail on thelr
jodgments Article 11 of the consita-
tion should Le so amended as to author-
1ze five justices of the suprems court.
There is grave com plaiot slso concern-

nuce of the couire preparatory depsart. | board, He should have sn office at the | think, the awhority it couters on the | ing the untqual division of judicial labor

between our district jadges. [a tour or

may be devoted wholly to the work of | sccounts sod pspers of the board should | larged. But the general scope sud re- | ive of the eighteen districts the judges

are overbardened with work, while in
some ol the other districis the labors of
the judges are Heht. [tis probable that
we buve enough district judges to dis.
charge all the duties devolviag oa them

encoursge it 1n every possible way. The | cerning 1be management of the jailsaod | ble and exlortivuste churges masde by | with ease it these duties were equally
regents urge the erection ol s nataral his- | almshooses of the state and the local ex- | railways for the services they perform, | distributed. A general-and equitatle re.
peoditures on sccount of the depeadent | is in their “walered stock," so-called; in | districting of the siate so as to fairly

apportion its judicial labor would be the
best method of remedying the evil com-
plained of. If this caonot be accomplish-
ed, sometbing should be done to relieve

The Agricnitaral College—The re- | the msnagemeut of the stale charitable | psrform, sud W a ressonable interest un | the judges io those districls where with

courts almost ennstantly in sesglon and
bosiness dispatebed with the utmost ax-
peditiou 1 is impossible 10 kesp the
dockets clear.

: REVISION OF LAWS.
‘There Lias been no authorized revigion

of the statutes simce 1868, The work of

Deriving their powers | that yesr was not only & revision, but|BOW residents of the state. This enroli.

slso a partial codifiestion. Ap author-
thorized revision st an early day is im-
peratively required and the time is fast
spprosching when the whole body of the
aw should assume s statulory lorm.

This subject is now attracting muzh st

tention throughout the couotry, aud
masy of the most ealightened law;ers

and jurors are fayorsbie to codification.

Io this comparatively new stale we have
thirty-one volumes o! supreme court re-
ports with enough materinl in decided

investigu'ion | ca.es 10 make two more volames [t now

requires yestly ' wo volumes of over 800
puges each to Keep up with the decided
cases slihough very ilttle space is given
t> bricfs and most of them are entirely
omitted. In our sister atutes the scou.
mulation of reports keeps pance with our
own, 8o that in state and federal reports
about one hundred new voluwmes are
added esch year to the legal literatute of
A very large part « [ each

he institution. These suggestlons are | way curporation of su “avjoicing s'ate” | volume consists of ihe srguments of the dress of sursiving
whose road lerms a c-mmrngz_nud con- | judees as to what the law 18 on particular
Tais act ol 1870 is io the | subjects, and the opinions are msde up

largely of the arguments of other judges
or uf great Iawyers which are scsttered
through thousands of volumes of reports
and text books and which are often quite
It resnlts that the difficalty

of nscertaining the law on any particular

The board ol regents reposts the sale | sumuoltapeously with the delection of his | gession of 1875 has been [ur vaars a dead sutjreet is 1ocressed rather thsn dimin- | Cerely trust you will sdopt measures for | vised
lettar on oor statate books. Adeguate | shed by the muitipliestiop of reports | perfecting the enrollment made 10 1883, | justice to the resourcus and development > !
It wonld seem that with | and for systematlically recording the | of the state. Noope of the state institu- | loyalty to (Leir porverted view ol liber-

and trealises.
the immense weslth of legal learning
now siturded by our great law libraries
@ code of laws sufficient o define the
rights und ohligations ol every person in
ail the relations of life and of boslpess
might be iramed which should be em-
braced within the compass ol two or
three convenieot volumes., This would
relieve the appeliste cowmrts Nrom the
gre ater purt of (teir dradgery and would
also very much hghten the labor ol the
wnferior courts When the work of re-
vision Is agein commenced it would bLe
god policy v further extend the system
of codification as furas practicable.
FEES.
Oue ol the most tedious and ouerous
duties devolving upon clerks of the dis-
trict courts acd justices ol the pesce is
the tsxation of costs, embracing io some
chses 4 hundred items or more of & lew
cents each  Sometimes the taxation of
cos's fovolves more labor than all other
services in Lhe cuse, and the systen is so
complicated and iotricate that it rarely
occars that aoy two officers, however
bonest snd capable, tax the costa st the
Fime smoaol, even approximately. 11
the fees of an officer were 80 gronped to
getber in the law as to consist of two or
three ilems ooly there would be a grest
saving of time and labor, and the officer
and Ilnigant understanding how wuch
the law sllowed the officer Lo collect and
required the linguut 0 pay, both would
be better satisfied
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.

E . ery governor of the siate duriog the
past ten years has called the sitsntion of
the legisisture to, and advised a repesl
modificatlon of the sct of March 2, lﬁ'g
which abofishes capital punishment by
indirecion® Io my judgment 13 would
be better 1o abolish the death penalty
abevlutely than o continue 1n force the
present law,

THE PARDONING POWEN.

The constitution vests the pardoning
power in the governor, “ander ula-
tions and restrictions prescribed by law.”
Such regalalions and restrictions shonld,
it seems to me, include a tribunal of
some character throogh which sll appli-
calions for pardon should come o the
governor. The grantiog or reiusal of &
pardon 18 20 grave & responsibiiity that
1t should nnf'be decided without the
maost therough and patieut investigation
nnd considerstion. Very often the chief
executive cannot with doe regard for
other duties «f kis position devote the
necessary time to this work And
any even! the ends of justice would be
much more effectively subserved if he
could have the benefit of the advice and
coupsel ol a responsible tribunal charged
with the duty cof investigating the
alleged facts or reasons on which an ap.
plication for a pardon 13 based and re
portiog to him its Godiogs msad coselu
sions.

PURPOSES OF CORPORATIONS.

Almost every legisisture ameads pre—
vious acts defining the purposes for
which corporations may be tormed so as
to embrace new classes of enlerprises.
It would be well W provide ooce for s'l,
as 10 Colorsdo, that corporations may
be tormed “for any lawful purpose.™

RATEY OF INTEREST.

The prevailing rales of juterest
the couotry seem to require
4 redection in this sta'e Lo six per cent
s the legsl rsie, or nol excesding ten
per cent by special contraet 1n wriling,
instead of the exwstiog rates of scven per

cent and twelve per cent respectively.

IMPROYEMENTRE BY (COUPYVING CLAIM-
ANTS

The assesement of the value of im-
provements made by occopyiag clmm--
ants of real estate is, noder 1hs pressot
regulatioons, vt¥ cipeosive aod oftes
ansatisiactory. Twelve jurors are drawn
and sommoned from the body of the
county, snd they are required to view
the premises and report certain tiodiogs
of fact, some of which caonot be ascer-
tasined except from lestimowy or from
the conflictiog sistements of interested
parties bot under oath. And yel there
18 0o orovisioa made for compelling the
allendunce of witnesses, and the mode
of procedure is yagae and indcfnite.

THE CRIMES ACT.

Our crimes ast, origioally brought over
from Miseouri in 1853, tias pever receliv.
ed much atiention from the lagislature
It pe=ds revisiva sand smendment Bul
your attention will pow he called omly
to one 1mportant point that bas been the
sabject of much embarrassment in some

of vur courts, m;. the m
distinguishing bet

the fourth degree, under section 26,
excusable humicide under the sscond

clause of section 10. Itis :
ed that this Iast clause
o far in eotirely exempting from
1shment coe who takes the life
:rmunder circumstances highly blam.

€.

DEFECT IN LAWd. The preservation

Many defects in our lawa have arisen | umprovemeat the public health s,
from haste and want of care oo the part | however, at all times & matter of grave
of the legislature. Acts have frequently | concern, and suggestions
besn passed purportiog o amend cer-| purpose in- view should receive your
tain seetions of the general sistules counsiderate attontion,

had ¥ OF BUIENCE

1868, for example, which =
nded and repealsd organizatiop, masin-

8s in chapter 37 of the

1843, relating tocities of the thard clase.
And notwithstanding the strict

meat of the coostilution. the

some acis are so indefinite that

ture.
The society will pressot for your con-
- - the qgnuon ol
geological sur-
It is urged that in
seltlement of Eansas

characts ; usefal employment
18835, L Ny ; and that the value
DECESNIAL CENSUS,

By the terms of the coastitution,
third decennial enumeration of the
habitsots of the state must be taken
der chapter 20 of the session laws
1865, which act was aflerwards re-pu
lished as chapter 17 of the
siatutes of 1808. But it was repeal
bim 67 of the session lawsol
“An act supplemental to chaplar
the session laws of 1873, relst

in prevent.
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SORGHUM SUGAR INDUSTRY.
.. B. Cowgill, Esq., the agent ol the
collection of statistics,” etc. ited States departmpnt of agriculture
sus of 1875 was taken under the last t the collection of information. con-
pamed acls. Section 7 of the suple- | cerning the sorghum industry of Kaa.
mental sct of 1875 was am by | sea, has sent me a report concerning this
chapter 182 of the session laws of 1877, | indusiry. There are new thres sugar
and this 15 the only change made since | factories in the stale, located at Sterling,
the census of 1875 was taken, Chapter | Hutchinson and Ottaws, and they pro-
100 of the session laws of 1888, however, | duced last 002,000 pounds of sugar
provides for the biennial enroliment ot | =od 1 gallons of syrup. This pro-
the soldiers of the lale war, their widows | ddct was manufsciured from 10,300 tons
and orptsns. I venture the sugszestion | of um cane. The quality ol the
that these several acts, commencing with | sugar is 1:dentical in composition with
that of 1873, areinsdequate 15 their pro- | Louislass sugar. Eilher of the Iaclories
visions for a regular decennial census, | will, it is stated, be able, after some im-
which ought to follow sa near as may | provements, (o turn out spoually s pro.
be the forms used in the Federal census [duoct of one million pounds of
$0 that comparison may be made with it, |sugar. It 18 urged Ly s number
thus giviog us the benefit of & complete | of citizens, that the stat= should
census every five years. Your stlention | encourage this indusiry, and I eall your
is respecifully iovited to this subject, | sttsatlon (0 their sugzgestion. I have
and to the necessity of an appropriation | not been abl#® 1o give the subject such
for Lhe expenses of sich & census as, in | iovestigstlon as would justily me in
your wisdom you shall make provision ;nlhtin[ any recommendation concern-
or. g it.
LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT. STATE AGENT

Secetion 2, article 10, of the ccastitu- Hoa. 8. J. Crawford, the slate's sgent
tion reguires a reapportionment of the | 8t Washington, appointed ia pursusnce
state in 1886, based oo the ceasus of the | of sn act-of the legslatare spproved
proceeding yesr. But under the amend- | March 8d, 1877, submils a tull report of
ments to our organic Iaw providing for | bis actions in the mstler of certain
biengisl session of the leglalalure, no | claims of the state inst the United
regular session of the legislature will be | Siates. He bas discharged the impor-
Leld in 1880, and this requirement of the | tant Juties confided to him with zeal,
coostitution can be complied with ouly | energy and’ability, and provision should
through the agency of a special session. | be made for his sompensation under the
This is one of the anomalies of our or | terms of his contract
ganlc law growing out ofils lxzsmt BOLDIERY' HOME .
amendment, and Lz Mifficulty of adjust-| A branch of the national home for
Ing these amendments to all sections of | disabled volunteer soldiers has been lo-
an originally consistent instrument. You | cated near Leavenworth, and the erec.
may, perbaps, bs abls to devise some | tion of the necessary buildings for the
mezsare by means of which the pecess1 y | bome will soon be commenced. It is ex-
for an extra session in 1888 may be | pected that it will be ready for the recep-
avaided. tion of those entitled 10 edmission duor-

EXROLLMENT OF SOLDIEHRS ing the early autumn. The stale is ssked

The legislature of 1388 provided for a | o cede to United Stales jurisdiction
Liennlal enroliment of the soldiers of the | over the ground included in the home
late war, their widows and orphsos, on.
THE PRICE RAID CLAIMS.
ment was hastily, and, in some counties, Certain claims growing out of the al
very imperfectly made. by the township | leged diversion or missppropriation of
assvesors, snd Lhe lists returned by them | money paid the state by the United
were consolidated by the county clerks, | Siates government to reimburse Kansas
sod forwarded to (he adjuisnt geaeral. | for ex incurred in equipping, arm-
Nothing, I believe, has since been dome | 10g transporting and paying the milit'a
with them. ied out to ald in repeiling the Prive
The purpose of this enrvllment was to | raid of 1864, will be presented lor your
secure a complste record by states, regi- | action. If, after reseiviog money sp-
mentsa and companies, of the flice riated for s tic payments, the
address of all Unlon soldiers. of the late | state did, as is alleged, divert or m_lut
war residing 10 Kansas, to the end that | ply any portion of the amount, it is
they, and the surviviog soldiers in other | booor bound to repsir the wrong done.
siales, might, on spplication to the adju- | A full investigation and a finsl aod equi-
tsot general, mscertsiu the sddress of | table settlement of the long-pending and
comrades who could furmish evidence | confused questions involved in these
pecessary o establish pension sad other | claims ought to be bad.
claims growing oot ot service in the THE NEW ORLEANS EXPOSITION.
Union army. veral hundred thousaod The comm/issieners in charge of the
pension claimas are now held in the pes- | Espsas exhibit at the New Orleans ex-
sion office at Washiogion, awsiting tion sdvise me that they wure labor-
proofs that might be furnished if the ap- under disadvantages because
plicants could lesrn the postoffice ad- | of the limited appropristion made for
comrades. Every | collecting and arranginga dieplavof our
regiment of the Union army, and prob- | prodacts and industries. The lagisla-
nhfy every company, is represented in | tare appropriated $7.000 and this was
the population of Kansas, and il the | sapplemented by $4.000 from the expo
work begun in 1885 was fected, the | sition mans . With tbis sum the
just clmims of thousands of our ewn cit- | commissioners have done all 1o their
izens, as well as those of thousands of | power Lo maintain the repulstion of Kan-
falthful soldiers scattered all over the | ssa, but :h:{ﬂuwri.mdo&hﬂsmﬂemn
couniry, might be esiasblisbed. I sin- | who have ted the cxposition have ad-
me, that oar display does npot do
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names thus ascertained, so thst the sd- | tions have contributed to it, asod ecucs.
tionsal exhibiis are practically lacking.
The exposition closes vn the 3lst of
of the Union residing o Ksnsas. May next, 8o that if you deem 1t advise
OUR EASTERN BOUNDARY LINE. bie to enlarge the Kansas depariment
Our eastern border is detined ia the | your action must be prompt. Undouabt-
organic sct, the sct of admission, sod Io | edly the magnificent display made by
«ur state constitution, as the western | Kansas at the ceatennial exhibution lu
boundary of the state of Missouri. The | 1876 wasof vast and permnanent benefit
location of that line from the mouth of | to the state. Whether the New Orleans
the Kansas river to the north line of the | expaosition will be such a success, 1n s
slate, s nct definitely uadersicod by our | exhibils sad attendance as_to justify ad-
people por by the inhabjtants of Mis. | ditional expenditures on the de=
souri By the treaties brtween ' the | partment, issubmitted for your consid-
United States snd the Sacs and - .
the sct of congress of Juns 7th, 1886, STATE PRINTING.
and the executiue proclamstionof March | Oursystem of state prioting bss been
26th, 1837, st sppears that the *Pialte | found to work well. At s modersle cost
Purchase” extended only to the Missouri | it gives us a very superior class of work
river, and embraced only the territory | The office of the stale priotler is ib ex.
Iying between thst river and the onigi- | cellent condition, the present incumbent
inal western boundsry of thke stale of | having renewed und matcrisily enlarged
Missouri. Under the geperally scceptea | and improved it
rulea ot coostruction, our eastern line BAFEGUARDS FOR THE BALLOT BOX
therefore extands 1o the left, or eastarn The present registry law should be re-
baok of the Missourl river, and at low | pealed and an sct embodying sdequate
water that stream lies wholly withio ovisions for protecting the righus of
this state. Oo account of the rightiul al voters snd preventing illegal voting
taxation of the several grest bridges | should be pl on the statuie books.
which span the river, the jurisdiction of | The present law acgomplishes neither of
the conrts, the service of civil and crim. | these purposes. It places in the hands
inal process, on the river and on the |of & petty city offices a duogerous
bridges spanning it, the sovereiguly | power. o scratioy or revision of his
over islands, and for other remsons that | acts is provided for; he may be careless
will suggest themselves, it is impor#ant | or sirict as his partissn prejodices in-
that this line be definitely settled sod | cline him in rq&uﬂn pames: sod If
generally understood, st as early a day registars hundreds of illegal volers or
as pn?d‘g:blo. I rmomm-:nd the refer- m:‘ul n!thle&l'm !t:-'. is no
ence of the question o altorney geo- | w purging 56 DAmMEs
ersl for the suggeation of such action as altyudl& aod punishing his mal-
shal! be thought proper. feasance in .
THE AMESDMEST Or 1880 A.rahuy law should anot spply in
Al the general slection of 1880 the peo. | cities of less than five thoussod iobabil-
ple ol the stale, scting in 1heir sovereign | sats. -lo smsil communities such laws
capscity, adopted an amendment (o the | are n ralber than s protection
constitotion prohibitiog the masoufac. | to legal votang. The personal acquain-
tare sod ssle of intoxicatiog liquors, | tanceship of one voter with all the others
exeep} for muuiml.mmm.lnieﬁ qg huuum-a u:“i:
scientific purposes. e legisiature legal yoting .
1881 enacted & law to enforce this con- s carefal reg
stitutional provision. voters under the provisions of a law
It 1s the u?atl.heemulluwurry carafully framed is
out the will of the people in - i

jutant general can furaish to soy &
cant the postcilice address of say so
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and thirty-five congressmeu, Or one pres.
dential elector for eyery 23333 votes
and ope congressman for every 96,483
votes. Our own sitste in this electiion
polled a total of 265,684 voles, electiae
nine presidential electors and seven con-
en, or one congressman for every

065 votes. It will be seen by these

ice, | facts that in each of the five southern

states named one voter exercised more

and | political power than two volers ia the

six northern states named. The same
comparisons might be made between the
votes of nearly all .?ﬁtrm nﬁd puitheru
siates, showing sim res 5 '

No gumnm‘em assuming o derive its
suthorily from the popular will, can
long endure 1l such systematic aad per-
sistent critoes sgainst the ballol-box as
these figurs reveal, go oOn unpunished
and triumphsnt from year to year and
election to election. No tmrminded,
nght-thinking American citizen can up
bold such iojustice. No q on of
political economy, or of adminlstrstive
reform, or of forign policy is compar-
able 10 this guestion of a lree, fair,
honest ballot-bex No crime afalnst the
caonstitution, the laws, the principles or
the traditlons of the Republic is so
monstrous s that of subverting the rule
of the msjority. Honest men of all
parties ehould unite on the issne thus
presented, and demand that every law
and every proper power which can be
exercised by the government shallbe
brought to bear 1o prolect the sanctity of
the ballot-box and establish bevoad
question the right of every legal voter
1o cast one free, unintimidated ballot,
and to have that ballot eodpted as it was
cast.

It may be saul that Kensas bas no
power to remedy wroogs of this charac-
ter. But Kapeas, speaking through ber
legislature and senstors spd representa.
lives congress, can at least enter her
earnest and indignsnt protest agsinstany
system,or wrong, or crimeé by means ol
which her votors are deprived of iheir
equal rights and powers as cltizens ol
the Usited States, in the control of the
geoeral government. ‘The records of
the pioneers of Kansas tell the story of
the brave, good fight they unfiiachingly
waged for fqual rights at the ballot-box.
The admission of Kansas into the Uniou
was the final triumph of an honest ma-
ority over traud and viclenze. And
{ansas would be false to her traditions,
to the faith of er youth snd to the priu-
cipals that bave glonfled her history,
it her voice was silent
now, wlhien the ballot-boxes
of the Republic are 1ovaded by lraud,
snd, 1o the larger and more important
field of naticnal elections, the sovereign.
ty of the msjority is assailed nnd sub-
verted. Jxo. A ManTin,
Exgcvrive Orricr, TorExa, Kaosas,
Jan. 13, 1885,

THE PHELAN TRAGEDY,
Ksnsas City Jourcal: The terrible
tragedy in whick Captain Phelao of this
city became nvolyed on Friday in New
Yerk, will arouse indigostion against
the dynamiters in this country, little
less thao tha' entertained against them
in Englund. To be sure Caplaio Phelan
was one o! these conspirstors, but the
brutal manper of his attempted taking-
off secures for bim great sympathy,
while 1t arousss an indigoation against
the whole band with which he was en
gaged, when 1l is scen they scruple sot
st rLurdering even one of their comrades
on the siightest suspicion ol defection,
The atfuir, moreover, demonst ates the
existepce ol & conspirscy 10 wage war ol
the most diabolieal kind, wherein
children and woinen may be sacrificed
to the fulse ides 1hat by destroyiog
a vesacl 1OwW and then or
blowing up = public Lullding io
Eongland, the cause of Ireland will te
promoted. Tle attempled sssassination
of Capt. Phelan proves that dynamiters
exist and have a purpose, ootwithstand.
ing ali their failures to do great harm,
and which have wore or less created the
bellef that the pedoedicul explosions 1n
Eagland were bome masufactured, with
the 1ntent to aroass the proverbial am-
mosity of the English agsinst the Irish,
The villiuns in this tragedy, the men
who lured Capt. Pheinn 10 the place ol
the tragedy, sloog with their mardervus
ageut, sbould be punished to the vigor-
ous extent of the law. There shonld be
po question sboiut findice them, and
there should e no  delay aboutl their
conviction aad condign punishment. It
matters nol what suspicion they euter-
tained of Capt. Phelan’s iotegrity and

ating Ireland, (or with these things an
American jury hias no coucern.

Tha fact is, wmurder has been attewpl-
ed, or the foulest sod most brutal mur.
der known 1o the sausls of erime in this
eount:y, may Ue thic resuit of the atiack
on Capt. Phelsn, aud the esuses leadiog
up Lo it cannot be pleaded a8 nn extenu-
alion. America cspnol recoguize a coo-
spiracy which wis upon s country wiih
which 1t was st pesce, and whea it de-
fes the laws Awerica, wmorder
fts own suspects in our couulry, theo,
should the majesty of thalsw be windi
cated ard the crimiosls be puoisbed —
eriminals not only against the law of
the law of the Jand, but vwolstors of lo-
taroationsl law, and crimiosls sgaiust
the sauctity o! Jives which legitimsis
war opposes, and whose sufferings it

ameliorates as wach as possible,

Thoere is no justification, or should be
wsoope, belore an  American jory, ol the
nssassination of Capl Pheinn, becsuse
O’Dopovan Rosse, Kemrney and the
other conspirators suspected bim. With
this, as we suv, our couolry bas nothiog
o do. Had Capt, Phelan betraved every
design of the dypsmiters, that would
oot bave made them criminals o our
laws, so long as the murders they cou-
templated were dose sbrusd, and in view
of this, there ean be no justifiestion of
the sttempted murder, or murcer of
Capt. Phelan vn the score of self-detense.
Moreover, the murder of & co.conspirs-
tor by his comrades " for fear their own
crnimes mny be disclosed  can Dot
be justided in law. The isct is the
assnssinntion of Capt, Phelan was =
diabolical, brutsl aad flendish outrage,
snd the punishment of bis assailsol snd
those who lured him 1o face desth, can
oot be too awilt and certaln.

It is, wo, 8 crime that can not be jus-
tified by the necds of any cause, bul one
thst entails disgrace upon it, and s sus

icson of tne justice of 1t. lreland we
Enow is suffering, has suWered, and is
down trodden, but her liberstion and the
political advancement and prosperity of
ber people cannot sod will never be
belped by men who assassipute, and who
become trom tradiog jn and familiariz.
ing themselves with assassination, so
bloud.thirsty as to murder their own
comrades without trial or
but oo the merest suspicion.

ILLINGIS SENATORSHIP.

Commercial Gezette: The genatorial
election hinges on the action of Hainss
sad Sittg, Democrstic and Republican
Independents respectively. Gen. Logen
will unquestionably get the cancus pom-
jastioh, sod his Iriends hope to get the
one Democratic vote necessary to elect
him. Haioes, however, anys he will pot
vote for bim, sod it has been claimed
also that Sittig, whose vote the Rapubli-
cans mast have to maiotala the tie, will
ot vote for him. On theDemocratic side
Harrison's friends are willing Morrison
should bhave the nomination, proniding
Harrison can’t be elected. Close ob-
servers say that Morrison's casn-
vass, dignified, anond in some re
specta seatimental, is win-
ning friends smoog the rursl members.
Morrison is plsin, able and, with all his
apparent bluffoess, somewhst genial and
frapk. There is no geason to doubt the
truth of the ¢laim thst of the one bun-
dred and two Democrais forty sre now
attached to Morrlson's 1oterests.

There are schemes auod rumors of
schemes, small ambitions snd grest opes,
but no one ean see & way out of the sen-
atorial deadlock. Every member holds
the power of s tyrasl, if he wishes lo
use it like u tyrant. Anybody csa de-
feat anybody else, and, ol course, an op-
porfuaity so unususl develops not & few
men determioed to make the most of
their little brief aulbority. There is
good prospect fur s long coatest, to be
ended only by treachery, aceudent or 3
dark horae




